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consisting mainly of civilians defended themselves heroically
in a fortified house for a considerable period of time, and were
finally relieved by an equally creditable operation conducted
by Vincent Eyre. The able guerilla rebel, Koer Singh, kept a
number of British columns, in aggregate many times his own
strength, busy in the angle between the Gogra and the Sone
from August 1857 till May 1858; and it was not till the end
of the latter year that his followers were completely dispersed
and the province at peace once again.
All this, however, was but subsidiary to the main campaign,
which for four months after the first outbreak of the Mutiny
centred round Delhi. Here the rebels had their titular chief,
their headquarters, their strongest forces,, and—despite the
blowing 'up of the magazine by a handful of heroes in the first
day of the rising—immense reserves of guns and ammunition.
On the ancient city the gaze of all India, as of all England, was
focussed, and with its fate was bound up by universal admission
the whole future of the rebellion. With a sure instinct then,
and by a wise policy, was its recapture made our first objective,
A force of some 4000 men, made up of troops from Meerut
and Ambala, was assembled before the city by the second week
in June ; the rebel detachments which attempted to prevent
their concentration were defeated and forced to fall back within
the walls, and the besiegers took post on the historic Ridge
facing the northern front. Although its right flank was weak,
the position, was on the whole a strong one, and there for two
months we maintained ourselves against a series of gallant
attacks delivered at the average rate of one every other day.
The enemy's defence was as active and his resources of men
and material so overwhelmingly superior that during this period
the occupants of the Ridge were only in name the assailants,
and had all their work cut out to hold their ground. It was only
on the arrival of the Punjab movable column under John
Nicholson, the most vivid' and heroic personality among the
galaxy of giants brought into prominence by the stress and strain
of the Mutiny time, who had just* done yeoman service in the
reduction of the disorderly elements in the Punjab, that an
attack on the city could be even thought of; it was not till the
coming of the siege train, the way for which had been cleared
by his dashing little victory at Najafgarh, some miles ^yest of
the city, that it could be seriously taken in hand. Although
Wilson's besieging army still only numbered under 10,000 as
against the 30,000 of his enemies, batteries were at once
constructed, and after three days* effective bombardment an
assault was delivered by four columns at dawa on September 14,
All but one penetrated by breaches or gate, and effected a firm

